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THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Svalbard in the common imagination

 The ghost of 
International Polar 
Years past -
Stations in 1882-
83
 Coal mining
 The Svalbard
Treaty, 1920
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Svalbard Museum
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Svalbard in the common imagination



The International Polar Foundation : www.polarfoundation.org

Svalbard in the common imagination



The International Polar Foundation : www.polarfoundation.org

IPF: From A Polar Perspective

The Polar 
regions play a key 
role in the global 
climate system of 
our planet

The Polar 
regions are our 
early warning 

systems in 
showing the 
speed and 

magnitude of 
climate change

The Polar regions 
are our archives. 
The Earth's climate memory 
is recorded in their ice
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Inform, Educate, Demonstrate

! Inform the public on the role of Polar Research in 

understanding how the Earth"s climate functions as a complex
and unified system, and to disseminate the results of research
in the Polar Regions, and on Climate Change.
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! Publications

! Innovative educational 
tools

! Web sites

! Conferences

! Exhibitions

! Films

Promoting the knowledge society

Inform, Educate, Demonstrate
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Observation & Monitoring in 
the Arctic Basin #
modifications in the ice 
cover, ocean salinity & 
currents, and biodiversity

! Amplification of observed 
warming in the Arctic

! Net reduction of ice extent, 
and volume in the Arctic 
Ocean

! Effects on ecosystems #
migration of marine and 
terrestrial populations and 
ecosystems.  

Research Challenges in the Arctic
Addressing Gaps in Knowledge on Climate Change
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Fram Straits
Gateway to the Arctic
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DAMOCLES: Communicating Science

! For the EU funded 
DAMOCLES Project, the 
IPF put together an 

exhibition to explain the 
research activities being 
carried out in the Arctic

! Integrated observation & 
monitoring systems

! Understanding ice-ocean-
atmosphere coupling to 
improve models

! Improving predictive 
capacity for climate 
change models
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Researchers in Longyearbyen in April 2007

Science in Svalbard
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Vagabond, Storfjord, April 2007

Science in Svalbard
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! The Exhibition is :

! Intended for a wide public

! Compact

! Fully adaptable in 12 
languages

! Transportable: fits into 20"
container

! Easily updated

! Interactive and dynamic

DAMOCLES: The Exhibition
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DAMOCLES: The Exhibition



The International Polar Foundation : www.polarfoundation.org

The Concept

DAMOCLES : The Exhibition
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! European Earth Pole and Brussels 
Polaris Climate Change Observatory,

! Polaris Climate Change Observatory: 
Regional presence: North America, 
Asia, Africa and the Middle East 

Inform, Educate, Demonstrate

!Explain alternatives by providing
examples of best  practice  with
respect to the means for addressing
the causes and adapting to the 
effects of Climate Change, through
exemplary sustainable development

initiatives.
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The PCCO: Understanding the role of Polar Regions i n 
explaining climate change

Inform, Educate, Demonstrate
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Belgian Antarctic Research Station = Zero Emissions

Inform, Educate, Demonstrate



BELARE 2007-2008

Management 2007-2008: IPF 
Management 2008-2009: Belgian Polar Secretariat

 Public – Private Partnership : IPF, BELSPO, Belgian Defense,
DG Env. & Foreign Affairs.



BELARE 2007-2008: Objective



Destination Utsteinen



BELARE Ship Ops



BELARE 2007-2008:
DROMLAN
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NPI Antarctic Logistics Team
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NPI warehouse, Longyearbyen
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Rope techniques, Longyearbyen
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Crevasse, Longyearbyen
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Sisselman to the rescue, Longyearbyen
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BELARE crack team in Longyearbyen


