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Longyearbyen

� ‘Capital’ of Svalbard

� Founded 1906

� Original a coal mining town 
(‘Store Norske Kullkompani’)

� Since 2006 all research 
institutions joint within 
Svalbard Science Centre 
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Longyearbyen – Svalbard Science Centre

� The University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS)

� Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI)

� European Incoherent Scatter Scientific Association (EIS CAT)

� Kongsberg Satellite Services AS, Avd. SvalSat

� Svalbard Science Forum (SSF)

� Stiftelsen for industriell og teknisk forskning (SINTEF)

� National Institute for Polar Research (NIPR, Japanese)

� Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center - Mohn-
Sverdrup-Centre

� University in Tromsø

� Storage facilities for cultural historical objects ( The Governor
of Svalbard)

� Svalbard Museum
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Ny-Ålesund

� World’s northernmost
permanent settlement 

� Owned and run by 
Kings Bay AS

� International Centre for 
Environmental
Research in Svalbard

� NySMAC

� ’Green station’
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•�2�Z�Q�H�U �D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�R�U���R�I �1�\���‡�O�H�V�X�Q�G�����0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ �R�I �7�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G��
�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
•�3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U���R�I �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V

•�2�Z�Q�V �D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V �P�D�U�L�Q�H���O�D�E

•�6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G �I�O�L�J�K�W�V �W�R���/�R�Q�J�\�H�D�U�E�\�H�Q���W�Z�L�F�H �D���Z�H�H�N

•�$�F�F�R�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U�����������J�X�H�V�W�V

•�)�X�O�O���E�R�D�U�G �I�R�U���D�O�O���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V
•�%�U�R�D�G�E�D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q

•�/�D�X�Q�G�U�\

•�3�R�V�W�D�O���D�Q�G���I�U�H�L�J�K�W �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��

•�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���V�R�X�Y�H�U�Q�L�U �V�K�R�S
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� 474 m above sea level
� contributes to regional, national and global 

monitoring networks, eg. 

� Arctic Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme (AMAP)

� Network for detection of Stratospheric 
Change (NDSC)

� Global Atmospheric Watch (GAW)

� Projects:
� Arctic – a sink for atmospheric mercury

Zeppelin station

Pic: Dorothea Schulze

Norwegian 
Mapping Authority

1��6�"����!	�
�

� Important for the International Terrestrial Reference Frame (ITRF)

� Northern location 

� Combines space geodetic techniques (VLBI, GPS)

� Measurements: postglacial land uplift, tides, continental drift, etc. 

� Studies of geodynamics

� Navigation (GPS-calibration)

� Space Geodetic Observatory with 
radio telescope

� Very Long Base Interferometry (VLBI) 
station (global network) – reference 
frames to detect changes of the size 
and shape of the earth

� Receiver systems for GPS, etc.
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The National Research Council of Italy
CNR  (Dirigibile Italia)

1��6�"����!	�
�

� Supports research within

� Atmosheric pysics & chemistry

� Technology

� Oceanography

� Marine biology, limnology

� Established 2002
� Main research:

� Atmospheric physics

� Glaciology

� Marine biology

� Geology (first time in summer 
2007)

Korea Polar Research Institute (KOPRI) 
- DASAN station

1�	�	6�'��4		���
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� Established 2004

� First Chinese arctic station

� Scientific fields: 
� Upper atmosphere

� Aurora physics

� Biology

� Glaciology

� Geology
� Marine science

Chinese Arctic & Antarctic Administration CAAA
- Yellow River station

1��6�"����!	�
�

1��6�'��4		���

� Goose population monitoring

� BirdHealth – Mapping threats to arctic bird populations 
(IPY)

1��6�'��4		���
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The Kings Bay Marine Lab
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Ny-Ålesund Science Managers Committee

� Established 1994

� Representatives of all parties with major interests in Ny-Ålesund

� Enhance cooperation & coordination amongst research activities

� Ensures that research follows environmental laws & regulations

� Provides advice & comments on

� research planning & coordination

� Infrastructure development

� Environmental protection

� Ny-Ålesund Science Plan

� Member of Svalbard Science Forum
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Main scientific fields

� Geology & geophysics

� Permafrost
� Glaciology

� Snow characteristics

� Climate change processes

� Marine & terrestrial ecology

� Monitoring

� Projects

Hornsund

Barentsburg

Monitoring

All year round

� Meteorology

� Temperature & salinity of sea 
water

� Sea ice

� Air quality

� Solar radiation

� Geomagnetism

Projects

Mainly during summer

Atmospheric geophysics

BiologyGlaciology

Archaeology Polar medicine

Oceanography
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Svalbard Science Forum - SSF
� Appointed by the Interministerial Polar Committee, Norway

� SSF-board:

� Norwegian Research Council (chair)

� The University Centre in Svalbard 

� Norwegian Polar Institute

� Kings Bay AS

� Ny-Ålesund Science Managers Committee

� Observers:

� The Governor of Svalbard

� Representatives of Barentsburg and Hornsund

� Secretariat: Longyearbyen, Svalbard Science Centre

Facilitation tasks

� Scientific co-ordination in accordance with strategy documents

� Development of science plans for Svalbard 

� Scholarships for scientific field work in Svalbard (students & 
senior researchers)

� Networking and meeting place function for researchers in 
Svalbard (eg. arranging workshops) 

� Svalbard bibliography & metadatabase (under development)
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Information tasks

� Field work related information

� Logistics, applications, safety measures, etc.

� Information about research in Svalbard

� Research bases, current research projects, upcoming events

��� � Web-portal: www.ssf.npolar.no

� Research in Svalbard (RiS) Database

� Registration of all research in Svalbard: coordination, 
outreach!

� One-stop-only platform: application for permissions from 
authorities, booking of logistics and reporting (in work!)
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International 
Polar Year - IPY
•Norway places great 
importance on ensuring  
continuity and legacy from IPY. 

•We couple the IPY closely to 
our increased Arctic efforts, 
including our Chairmanship now 
of the Arctic Council. 
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