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Intervention by Norway’s Minister of Defence, 
Mrs. Anne Grethe Strøm-Erichsen,

at the EU-Troika+5 Meeting in Brussels, 14. November 2006

Mr. Chairman, Dear Colleagues,

First of all, let me thank the Presidency for inviting me to this Troika-meeting. The opportunity to discuss current security issues with our close European friends and Allies is very much appreciated. 
Norway and the ESDP

The Norwegian Government is ecouraged by the development of ESDP. A strong and active Europe strengthens the transatlantic security community – a central pillar of the international system. 
Let me assure the Presidency that Norway will remain an active contributor to the ESDP, maintaining our contributions to Operation Althea, the EU Police Mission in Bosnia and the Monitoring Mission in Aceh (AMM). 
I want to underline that invitations from the EU to contribute to ESDP-operations are always given serious consideration in Oslo, as is also the case concerning the initial EU invitation to contribute to the ESDP-mission in Kosovo.
EU Battle Groups
Norway’s participation in the EU Battle Groups Concept is a key element in our contribution to the ESDP. The Nordic Battle Group, led by Sweden, will be ready for the stand-by period during the first half of 2008. Furthermore, we are currently considering participation in the Nordic Battle group in a second rotation, to be on standby the first half of 2011. 

EDA

Norway is engaged in European capability development initiatives, and we aim to provide added value to the EDA. We welcome the decision to establish the “Joint Investment Programme (JIP) on Force Protection”. We see this as an important step in the further development of a joint European research- and development-cooperation. 
Effective multilateralism - NATO, EU and the UN
Norway and the EU share a firm commitment to effective multilateralism. Multilateral organisations such as the EU, NATO and the UN are needed more than ever in dealing with current and future security challenges. 
There is a need to improve NATO-EU relations. NATO-EU cooperation in theatres of operations is going very well. This confirms the value of the strategic partnership. 
In order to give more substance to the partnership, NATO and the EU should engage in a broad political dialogue, focusing on our common security challenges and the complexities of peace keeping and peace building.  
Military forces are absolutely necessary to establish a minimum level of security. But military forces alone will never be successful in establishing lasting conditions for peace, stability and development. 
Based on experiences from Afghanistan, the Balkans and elsewhere, we need a comprehensive approach. We must enhance the coordination of civilian and military efforts. 
First, the international community must coordinate civilian efforts in a better way. Today the civilian aspects of our engagements, in Afghanistan and elsewhere, are often fragmented and uncoordinated. This means that the overall results are less effective.
Second, we need more coordination between civilian and military efforts. Reconstruction and development can not take place without the necessary level of security. There needs to be close cooperation between NATO, the EU and the UN, as well as with other international actors, including NGO’s.  
The informal consultations on Afghanistan held this month between senior representatives from NATO, the UN, EU, World Bank, is an excellent initiative to co-ordinate the international community’s efforts to support reconstruction and development in Afghanistan. 
In conclusion, the current complex international security situation requires close international cooperation. Let me assure the Presidency that the Norwegian Government will continue to engage actively with the EU in support of a mutually beneficial partnership. 
Norway shares the concern on the critical situation in Sudan and strongly supports the EU efforts to put pressure on the government of Sudan to cooperate with the UN and prepare for a UN operation.  

On a final note I would also like to welcome the EU conclusion on “promoting gender equality and gender mainstreaming in crisis management”, in line with the UN resolution 1325.  
This is an important progress. Norway puts great emphasis on the UN resolution and has adopted a national action plan to promote gender issues.
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